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BLACK SCREEN:
EPI C ORCHESTRAL MJUSIC swells to a crescendo.

I NT. SPACE CRUI SER - NI GHT

A FI ERY EXPLOSI ON bursts open the door to the bridge of a
SPACE CRUI SER

A PI RATE CAPTAI N, nean and gnarly-1ooking, shields his eyes
fromthe blast as his CREWI ook on in shock

Four UNKNOWN FI GURES, shrouded by snoke, |eap through the
doorway one after another.

Pl RATE CAPTAI N
Wio the hell are you?

The captain is interrupted as a LASER NET suddenly entangl es
himin an instant as he is reeled back towards the figures.

As the snoke starts to clear, the pirate crew begin to
clearly make out each of the four, three of themtraining
PLASMA PI STOLS squarely at them

They are LADORRA, a stoic thirty-sonething human female with
orange skin, DAVE WAVE, a |anky Caucasi an human t eenager,
and MR M SSUS, a gl asses-clad opossum standi ng on two | egs.

UNKNOAN MAN ( Q. S.)
W're every pirate's worst nightnmare,
you scoundrel s!' For those seeking
justice, nercy, and order across the
gal axy, there's only group to call.

The final figure, STAR SIECEL, a Caucasi an twenty-sonething
human mal e with swagger and confidence, steps through the
snoke.

He points his own plasma pistol at the pirate crew with one
hand and hol ds the captured captain in the other.

SUPER: THE GALACTI C GUNSLI NGERS

STAR S| ECGEL
THE GALACTI C GUNSLI NGERS!

CUT TO



I NT. PRI VATE QUARTERS - 2367

A TABBY CAT, HOBBES, sits on his bed and sips at a cup of
PINK M LK as he watches the rest of the title sequence of
"The Gal actic @unslingers” on his hol ogram di spl ay.

AUTOVATED VO CE (V. Q)
Now approachi ng the planet Rine.

The annoyed feline switches off his display and junps down
fromhis bed with ease.

I NT. HALLWAY

Wal king on all fours down the central hallway of the
spaceshi p ATHENA, passing the single BATHROOM the snal
BRI G and the humm ng ENG NE ROOM

I NT./ EXT. KI TCHEN

He stops as he | ooks inside the conmpact KITCHEN, | eaning up
agai nst an open door on two paws.

ZAP MATTERS (35), tall, svelte, slightly nuscular, and of
Vi et nanese descent, is busy m xing chemcals together in a
plastic VIAL with their one gl oved hand.

Hobbes watches intently as Zap ignores himand concentrates
on the m xture.

They delicately adjust the tenperature of a small PLASVA
HEATER as the SILVER LI QUI D becones transl ucent.

Zap shuts off the heater and wi pes their brow as they hear
Hobbes gi ving them a round of appl ause.

Zap places the vial into a nearby stand to cool before
t aki ng an exagger at ed bow.

HOBBES
Bravo! Bravo! Encore! Truly riveting
wat chi ng you create, uh, whatever
that shit is you just made.

ZAP
Thank you, thank you. Just nme, ny
brain and ny opposabl e t hunb wor ki ng
wonders for this team as usual



HOBBES
Oh, that's a | ow bl ow even for you
Zap.

ZAP

Gotta go | ow when your opponent is soO
cl ose to the ground.

HOBBES
(1 aughs)
I'"d like to see you try. Anyway, |
was just checking in to see how our
"genius captain" was doing. Are they
ready to take us in for one of their
patented sil ky snooth | andi ngs?

ZAP
As a matter of fact, they are. But
even geni us needs to be refreshed
after such hard work. So if you
excuse ne. ..

Zap grabs a PLASTIC BAG with sone clean clothes and a towel
before they wal k past Hobbes.

HOBBES
Don't use up all the hot water
"refreshing your genius" by the way.
We gotta save sone for the return
trip.

Zap turns and gi ves Hobbes an overly enthusiastic salute
before they di sappear into the bathroom

ZAP
Aye, aye, Captain.

I NT. / EXT. LUCI A'S QUARTERS

Hobbes peeks into the room across the hall as he notices
LUCI A LOPEZ (30), a well-built Hi spanic woman, studying a
hol ogr aphi c recording as she sits on top of her bed.

A m ddl e-aged Caucasi an PREACHER speaks silently yet
boi sterously in the center of her room

Lucia picks at the faded scar across her face as she watches
the man’s sernon.

Noti ci ng Hobbes staring at her with fol ded paws, she shuts
of f the recording.



HOBBES
Ya know, | get you're trying to be
better at planning things, Lu. But
how many tinmes you gonna watch that?
You gotta give it a rest. Besides, |
have a good feeling about this gig.
Call it "feline intuition."”

LUCI A
Even if | believed in that, not
everybody has nine lives |ike you.

HOBBES
Hey, if that actually were true, |
woul dn't be spendi ng one of them
here. Anyway, just being a good crew
mat e and checking in. See you on the
bri dge.

LUCI A
See you.

Hobbes wal ks away as Lucia gets up. She hesitates before
turning the display back on as she gets dressed.

I NT. BRI DGE - LATER

Lucia wal ks onto the bridge of the Athena carrying two
gl asses of CRANBERRY JUI CE.

Zap sits confortably in the CAPTAIN S CHAIR, checking the
vari ous readouts of the ship’s vitals. Hobbes is curled into
a ball on top of a control panel.

Pl aci ng one of the glasses off to Zap's side, Lucia sidles
up to the front view screen, staring down at the vividly
green and bl ue surface of the dwarf planet R NE

LUCI A
Everyt hi ng good, Zap?

Zap grabs the gl ass besides them and downs the juice in one
gul p.

ZAP
Security just cleared us for I|anding.
Taking us in for an approach into
Lancaster now.



HOBBES
So Trevor wasn't full of shit after
all. Can't believe scranbling the ID
t ags wor ked.

LUCI A
Kid needs us to trust him If shit
went sideways before we even | anded,
it would' ve tipped us off we m ght be
wal king into a trap.

ZAP
Still could be. Hell, we probably
will be at sone point know ng how
paranoi d they are down there.

LUCI A
And that's why we're all prepared for
anyt hi ng, right? Hobbes?

The cat stares daggers back at Lucia before turning away.
Lucia smrks as she adjusts her black and white collar tie.

ZAP
Too | ow of a blow for you?

HOBBES
Ha. Ha. Very funny. | won't forget
this next tinme you two need credits
“"transferred” to your accounts.
Hacki ng is such hard work, you know?

LUCI A
Good thing we'll be fine with our
meager funds for a while. The Final
Starlight Soldiers "care for every
fellow child," renenber?

ZAP
Still should check our food every
time. Who knows what Pretoria m ght
be lacing shit with to make people go
along with himfor five years?

LUCI A
UCDS t ook sanples of Trevor's bl ood
when they had him Report said there
were no traces of anything unusual.

ZAP
Doesn't mean shit for us though. Wo
knows what they feed new recruits?



HOBBES

Hey, as long as they have good m |k,
"1l be happy. If I'mgonna be

pl ayi ng kitty-cat for God knows how
long, it better be worth it.

LUCI A
I'"'msure they do. Once we bag
Pretoria, you can have as nuch mlKk
as you want.

HOBBES
What exactly is the plan to capture
the good father by the way? I'm
assum ng all that tinme studying in
your room has |led you to a full-proof
scheme now, right?

ZAP
Consi dering your promse to us after
the last job, | hope it's that good.

LUCI A
Hey, | get it. | screwed up. But, as
prom sed, |'ve been preparing. And
|'ve deci ded sonet hi ng.

ZAP
Yeah? What's that?

LUCI A
W' re gonna be flexible.

HOBBES
Fl exi bl e?

LUC A
We all know what we're doi ng once we
touch down. After that, we'll play it

by ear. Never dealt with religious
zealots like these before. Best to
not be too rigid.

HOBBES
Hey, | can deal with that for now but
prom se me we're not gonna try to
capture anot her shithead wi thout a
pl an once we're settled in down
t here.



LUCI A
Well, if | recall, last tine the
target was hiding out in sonme shitty
apartnents and we all thought we
could just rush in and nab her. And
yeah, we al nost died but we got her
in the end, renenber?

ZAP
If by "her" you nean, "her barely in-
tact brain after it was forcibly
separated from her body," then yeah.
Sure. W "got her," | guess.

LUCI A
Body, brain, sane difference. Stil
got paid. And who managed to pull us
all out of the shit in the end? No
hay de que, by the way.

ZAP
Yeah, yeah, yeah. Fair enough.
Doesn't mean | didn't cone up with
sonet hing nyself. Call it our "backup
pl an" or just "part of being
flexible." Anyway, catch.

In one snooth notion, Zap pulls out the plastic vial from
their pants and tosses it over to Lucia as the wonman catches
it gracefully.

LUCI A
VWhat's this?

Hobbes gets up off the panel to | ook nore closely at what
Luci a's hol ding, his CYBERNETI C EYES exam ning the contents.

ZAP
Sonet hing | cooked up in the kitchen.
It'Il knock out soneone like Pretoria

for hours. We slip that into his food
or drink or whatever when we get him
al one and we're set. Hell, naybe we
just grab himand force it down.

M ssi on acconpl i shed.

HOBBES
| take back ny sarcastic appl ause.
You want sone of the genuine article?

ZAP
["Il pass, thanks.



Lucia rolls the vial around in her fingers as she | ooks it
over.

LUCI A
How do you know it'll work though?
ZAP
Because |1've nmade it for nyself. Wen
I run out of neds, | need to conk out

somehow on trips. Figured | could
make sone for a special occasion.
Like a nice, private dinner with the
good f at her.

HOBBES
That's assum ng we ever get that
close to him We're really banking on
that kid' s intel that he has private
audi ences at all.

LUCI A
We all knew we'd be in it for the
| ong gane. Just need to be ready when
the tine cones.

ZAP
Well, you can thank nme | ater when it
saves our skin. We're com ng up on
Lancaster now. Everyone strap in.

Lucia taps on her thigh as the skin parts. She slots the
vial into a netallic storage space before she and Hobbes
buckl e up in nearby seats.

EXT. LANDI NG PAD - LATE AFTERNOON

A fit Black man, TREVOR (25), watches nervously as The
At hena touches down on a landing pad in front of him

His intimdating Caucasi an conpani on, ETHAN (40), stands
stoically beside him

Seeing two humans and a cat energe fromthe ship's | ower
hat ch, the anxious man relaxes a bit.

TREVOR
Wel cone, recruits. Welcone to
Lancaster. W' ve been waiting for
you.

Lucia is the first to shake hands with him



ZAP
Happy to be here.

LUCI A
Looking forward to initiation.

As Trevor goes to greet Zap, Ethan watches the group
careful ly.

The silent man | ooks down as he feels Hobbes rubbi ng up
against his leg, the cat |ooking up at himwth cloying
eyes.

ETHAN
We don't need to search you for
hi dden weapons now, do we?

LUCI A
Not unless you feel the need. W know
all about the "no arnms of war outside
of front-line conbat" policy.

ZAP
Trevor made sure of that.

ETHAN
Good. He and I will escort you to his
hone. Cone along. If we're |ucky, we
m ght be able to catch a glinpse of
t he good father at the arena.

Et han beckons Trevor to join himas the two | ead the group
further into the village past GUARDS arned with LASER
RI FLES.

MONTACGE - THE GROUP WALK TOGETHER

--Wal king through the village, Lucia, Hobbes, and Zap | ook
around as they pass through a crowded MARKETPLACE.

--Various peopl e exchange fresh food, clothing, and other
handmade goods wi th one anot her.

--Continuing on, the trio notice a tall CHURCH | oom ng on a
grassy green hillside far off in the distance as the sun
sets on the horizon

--The group cone upon a small crowd gat hered around an
encl osed arena. The sounds of cheering and hollering can be
heard as two people duke it out in hand to hand conbat.



10.

TREVOR (0. S.)
Father Pretoria |likes to watch over
his flock when they battle. Watch and
observe.

END MONTAGE

I NT./EXT. ARENA - SAME

The group stop to get a glinpse of a FEMALE COVBATANT
battling her MALE OPPONENT as she lands a right hook to his
j aw, knocking himto the ground.

The crowd roars but quickly goes silent as FATHER PRETORI A,
(55), a mddl e-aged Caucasi an man of average height with a
scruffy beard and wearing plain robes and tight pants,
enters the arena.

Pretoria helps the fallen nman up before taking hold of one
of the conmbatants' hands in each of his own.

After a noment, he lifts up the victorious woman's armin
triunph as the crowd roars back to |life once nore.

ETHAN
Now | et us continue. You wll neet
t he good father soon enough.

The group begin to wal k away.

PRETORIA (Q S.)
Et han, Trevor, my children! \Were are
you off to in such a hurry? Do you
not wish to stick around to
congratul ate Victoria on her triunph?

Et han and Trevor turn on a dine as the five all face the man
beckoni ng t hem

ETHAN
O course not, father

Lucia, in the back of the group, notions to Hobbes with her
head to begin scanning Pretoria as Hobbes' vision transforns
into a technically el aborate U

Wthout a word, the cat slips into the crowmd and begins
concentrating on the preacher.



TREVOR
We sinply did not wwsh to disturb you
while we escorted the new recruits to
ny home, father

PRETCRI A
Ah! Yes! | was told new nenbers of
our flock would be arriving today.
Whi ch one is the former UCDS sol di er?

Lucia parts through the crowd as she steps forward.

LUCI A
That woul d be ne, father.

PRETORI A
So, ny child, are you as strong as
Trevor has told nme?

LUCI A
Stronger, father.

PRETORI A
We shall see about that tonight. And
where is the engineer that arrived
with you?

Zap steps up alongside Lucia as they notice Hobbes
continuing to focus in on the preacher.

ZAP
Ri ght here, father.
PRETORI A
I've heard you have conbat training
as well, ny non-binary child.
ZAP
I nost certainly do, father.
PRETORI A
Good. | know that you have ot her

important tricks up that sleeve of
yours al so. Don't you?

ZAP
| suppose you'll have to wait and
see, father.

PRETORI A

Indeed. It's actually quite
fortuitous that you both have arrived
today of all days.

( MORE)



Pretoria grasps the back of both Victoria and Thonas'

PRETORI A (cont' d)
You see, Victoria here, who is a
warrior simlar to yourself, Lucia,
and Thomas here, not too dissimlar
fromyou, Zap, are also recent
recruits. |I've allowed themto battle
each other one last tinme to regain
some sense of honor after failing to
l[ive up to ny expectations.

LUCI A
That is incredibly kind of you,
f at her.

PRETORI A
Thank you, nmy child. | amnothing if
not generous and nerciful under the
light of the stars.

as he addresses them

PRETCORI A (cont' d)
And now, Victoria, Thomas, with your
honor restored, tine for you to join
your brothers and sisters in the
stars above. May your energy power
our flock for generations.

The two combatants nod before Pretoria snmashes their

t oget her,

shattering their skulls.

12.

heads

heads

A pair of GUARDS rush in to drag their dead bodi es away as
the cromd roars back to life with cheers.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
Now, go, ny children. Go forth to
Trevor's home. | |look forward to
battling one of you tonight.
May the Iight shine over you.

ETHAN
And the stars gui de you hone.

PRETORI A
You are dism ssed, ny fl ock.

The crowd di sperses as Hobbes cones back to Zap's side.

TREVOR
Let us continue, then. Shall we?

The group wal k away as Lucia manages to catch a glinpse of
Father Pretoria w ping the BLOOD from his robes.



13.

EXT. TREVOR S HOVE - SAME

The group cone to a halt outside the small, hunbl e-1o0o0king
home of Trevor, a single story house lined up side by side
anong nearly identical ones.

ETHAN
| trust you can take it from here,
Trevor ?

TREVOR
O course. I'll have them both
prepared for tonight as soon as
possi bl e.

Et han nods as the two men bow to one anot her.

ETHAN
May the Iight shine over you.

TREVOR
And the stars gui de you hone.

St andi ng back upright, Trevor watches Ethan | eave.

TREVOR (cont' d)
Al right. Cnon, let's get you
ready.

The three follow Trevor closely as they enter his hone.

I NT. TREVOR S HOVE - CONTI NUOUS

Wal ki ng i nside, Trevor w pes his shoes on a WELCOVE NMAT
before he stops the group from continuing further.

TREVOR
Wpe off any dirt and take off your
shoes right here. W have to keep our
pl ace as clean as possible for random
I nspecti ons.

As she wipes dirt off her shoes, Lucia glances around to see
the four are inside a LIVING ROOMwith a fire place and a
f ew wooden chairs.

Strai ght ahead, she sees a hallway | ead towards sone roons
and a kitchen with a cast iron stove off to the right, a
dining roomw th an ornate table beyond.



14.

Just then, BENJI (30), a muscular man of East I|ndian
descent, energes fromthe hallway, a warmsmle on his face.

BENJI
You' re back! Wth our |ovely guests!

He and Trevor share a kiss before Benji grips Lucia' s hand
tightly for a firm handshake.

BENJI (cont'd)
Nice to finally neet you both. |'m
Benji. Trevor's better half.

TREVOR
You keep telling yourself that.

Lucia | aughs as she returns the strong grip with her own.

LUCI A
Lucia. The pleasure's all mne.

Before he's able to initiate, Zap al ready extends their hand
out, shaking Benji's even nore firmy than Luci a.

ZAP
Zap. Mne as well.

BENJI
You know, Trevor told ne a | ot about
you but he didn't nention how well
you both shake hands. Only ot her
person around here with grips |ike
yours is Father Pretoria.

LUCI A
Bodes well for later tonight then, |
suppose.

BENJI

I'd say having a grip as strong as
the greatest man in the gal axy
definitely bodes well. And who's this
cutie?

Benji reaches down to notice Hobbes rubbing against his |eg.
He squats down to gently pet him

LUCI A
That' s Hobbes. The qui etest cat
you'l|l ever neet.



ZAP
Sl eeps |ike a baby. Very |ow
mai nt enance as long as he gets his
m K.

BENJI
You didn't tell me they were bringing
their cat, Trev.

TREVOR
Yeah, | did. You were just in the
m ddl e of chopping firewood,
remenber ?

BENJI

Oh, that's right. My m stake. Sorry.
Anyway, Hobbes is very lovely. W'l
have plenty of mlk fresh fromthe
cows for him

LUCI A
Much appreci ated. Thank you agai n by
the way for letting us stay here.
We're both kind of nervous to be
honest .

ZAP
W' ve heard such great things about
the FSS from Trevor that we're just
hopi ng we can live up to your high
st andar ds.

BENJI
Oh, don't sweat it. Sharing our hones
is what we all do around here. And
you'll be fine after tonight. Once
you get through your first sparring
mat ch, everything else is a cakewal k.
Trust ne.

LUCI A
G ad to hear.

TREVOR
Anyway, |'m sure our guests are a bit
tired fromtraveling mllions of
mles through space. |I'Il show t hem
to their room

BENJI
Wonderful. I'l1 head out and get sone

mlk for Hobbes. Don't scare 'em off
while |I' m gone now.
( MORE)

15.



16.

BENJI (cont'd)
We all need to have food together
before the big match tonight.

TREVOR
Il won't. Promise. See you in a bhit.

Benji rises back up as the two nen kiss once nore.

BENJI
May the Iight shine over you.

TREVOR
And the stars gui de you hone.

The four watch Benji go before Trevor notions themto follow
him further inside.

TREVOR (cont' d)
Thi s way.

I NT. GUEST ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Trevor opens the door to a small guest room letting his
guests enter first.

Zap tosses their bag onto the single tw n-size bed, Lucia
pl acing hers on the floor near a dresser drawer.

Hobbes stands up on two paws, |eaning against the wall as he
i nspects the room

TREVOR
It's not nuch and you'll have to
share a bed |i ke everyone el se around
here but it's sonething.

Zap sprawl s out on the bed, sinking into the mattress.

ZAP
Hmm More confortable than nmy bed on
the ship at | east.

LUCI A
Thanks Trevor.

TREVOR
You're wel cone. And sorry you had to
see that display earlier. Father
Pretoria is-



HOBBES
A nurderous psychopat h? Yeah, we
ki nda al ready knew that from your
report.

ZAP
He has a way with words though. [|'1]
give himthat.

LUCI A
Is he always that casual wth
executions?

TREVOR
Just lately. The nore we' ve been
| osing, the nore he's been recruiting
and wanting people to be stronger,
live up to his "standards." |
sonmeti nes wonder if the only reason
["mstill around is because he trusts
Benji so nuch

LUCI A
That's actually something |'ve been
wondering. Are you and your husband
both comng with us once we grab
Pretoria?

TREVOR
Are you kidding? Did you not hear his
little display of reverence for the
"good father" out there? "G eatest
man i n the gal axy," ny ass.

LUCI A
Fai r enough.

TREVOR
Benji's the one that got nme into this
whole thing in the first place. He's

bought into everything hook, Iine,
and sinker for years. For a while, |
did too.

Zap sits up on the bed.

ZAP
What changed?

Wt hout saying a word, Trevor storms out of the room
| eaving the three a bit confused.



18.

In a few nonents, he returns with a engraved copper
medal lion, holding it up for themall to see.

TREVOR

This. Killed five United Coalition
sol diers and got a handnade nedal for

it. That's

That's it?

it.

HOBBES
Just a nedal ?

TREVOR

Just a medal . But just a neda

doesn't hel

p you sleep at night. O

hel p deal with the faces of the dead
you see when you're wal ki ng around.

Benji told

me everyone's like this

and to suck it up and that I'll be

fine after

a while. It's been six

nmont hs though and I'mnot. |'m not
fucking fine.

Trevor's hand trenbles as he lowers the nedal to his side.

LUCI A
I'mso sorry, Trevor

TREVOR
Yeah, well, when | found out |I'd have
to go fight again, | just realized I

couldn't do this shit anynore. First
time | tried to defect was actually
when | surrendered and got captured
by the UCDS on the front lines. Told
t hem everything I knew about Ri ne and
Pretoria. Guess they passed that

intel up the chain. You three just
ended up being the ones hired to grab
himfinally, | guess.

Trevor tosses t he nmedal
air.

to Zap as they snatch it out of the

TREVOR (cont' d)

Now read what's on the back. Qut

| oud.

Zap flips the nmedal over to see the engraving on its back.



19.

ZAP
“I'n honor of neritorious duty under
the light of the stars after
suffering indignities as a prisoner
of war."

TREVOR
UCDS told you they "l et ne escape,”
right? Yeah, well, what happened was
Benji convinced Pretoria to let him
and a squad come rescue nme. Thought |
was being tortured. He and | were the
only ones that canme back alive.

Trevor takes a |long, deep breath as he wal ks over and takes
t he medal back from Zap, the man tucking it in his pants
pocket .

HOBBES
Jesus.
LUCI A
Trevor, that's-
TREVOR
You just need to stop this shit once
and for all, okay? | love Benji. |

really do. But | can't do this
anynore. This bl oodshed needs to end.
Anyway, sorry for the rant. I'IIl |et
you all figure your shit out before
tonight. There'll be food ready for
ya in a bit too.

LUCI A
Okay. Sounds good. Thanks Trevor.

The young nman nods before shutting the door behind him

HOBBES
God, is it just nme or is everyone
around here nore than a bit fucked
up?

ZAP
No shit, it's a cult. That poor kid's
been t hrough hell and back. Al nost
literally. I'"msure nost here have.

LUCI A
That's why we're gonna be carefu
about our next steps.



20.

ZAP
On? Does soneone have a plan now all
of a sudden?

LUCI A
More an "outline of attack that's
easily flexible." W' re gonna hit
this bastard three ways. But first,
Hobbes, did you manage to grab
anyt hi ng useful during your scan?

HOBBES
O her than Pretoria's really strong
and has the bone density of soneone
hal f his age? Not really. Nothing
else | could pick up from him just
st andi ng ar ound.

LUCI A
That's fine. You'll have a second
chance tonight to find sonething out
because here's how we'l| approach
this "initiation."

ZAP
Fl exi bl y?

LUCI A
O course.

MONTAGE - LUCI A AND ZAP PREPARE

--Lucia and Zap change into tight, formfitting clothes
appropriate for a mxed martial arts match

--The two eat sone food prepared by Trevor and Benji. Hobbes
enj oys sonme m |l k.

LUCIA (V. 0O.)
Zap and I'll both wear confortable
clothes. Pretoria won't know who
he'll be fighting until the | ast
second that way.

--Luci a, Zap, Hobbes, Trevor, and Benji wal k together
towards the arena.

LUCIA (V.QO ) (cont'd)
W' |l get there early. Slightly
bef ore sundown. If you renenber the
report, Pretoria can't handle
i mpati ence.



21.

--Lucia and Zap walk into the arena as they notice the crowd
of peopl e surroundi ng the wooden fence that encircles it.

LUCIA (V.Q ) (cont'd)
"Il step up and take Pretoria. Zap,
you work over the crowd for any intel
we can use to our advantage |ater.
And Hobbes, you'll lay |Iow and scan
Pretoria while he fights ne. If he
has any inplants, use your discretion
but make sure the "good father"” isn't
t oo good.

END MONTAGE

I NT. / EXT. FI GHTI NG ARENA - SUNSET
Lucia and Zap watch as Father Pretoria enters the pit.

PRETORI A
Hello, ny children. It's truly a
pl easure to properly wel conme two of
the galaxy's finest to the cause. At
| east if what everything Trevor told
me is correct.

Luci a reaches out to shake Pretoria's hand with a snmile.

LUCI A
Hope you' ve heard only the good and
none of the bad, father. It's an
honor to properly neet you.

Pretoria stares at Lucia's outstretched arm and gently
reaches out to lower it.

PRETORI A
You can save handshakes for
afterwards, my child.

LUCI A
O course, father

PRETORI A
So which of nmy flock will | be
battling tonight? O wll | have the
pl easure of sparring with you both

per haps?

Lucia and Zap share a | ook of confidence as the two nod
t oget her and face towards Pretori a.
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LUCI A
Just ne, father.

Lucia takes one large step in front of Zap.

PRETORI A
Ah good. Normally, three on one is a
good chal | enge for nme during these
initiation spars. However,
consi dering your age and experti se,

Lucia, | think a one on one battle
sounds perfectly reasonable for this
ol d man.

Pretoria takes off his robe and places it on the fence to
reveal a set of CHI SELED ABS beneath as he enters his
fighting stance.

Zap exits the arena as they join back up with Trevor, Benji,
and Hobbes.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
Now. Let us begin.

Lucia drops into her own stance as Pretoria smles.

She makes the first nove as she fights against Pretoria with
a CAPCEIRA fighting style, flipping, kicking, and punching
as if she was perform ng one unbroken, acrobatic dance.

Pretoria swiftly counters her using Al KIDO techniques to
fend off her blows while managing to turn back Lucia using
her own nonent um agai nst her.

Whenever Lucia flips, Pretoria backs up and punches away a
qui ck kick fromher, the woman transitioning to fast noving
punches as both fighters enter a state of conbat flow

The gathered crowd circling the arena cheer on Pretoria as
the two continue battling.

Zap can barely hear Benji and Trevor over the noise of the
fighters and the hollering of hundreds of voices.

ZAP
Hey, hey.

BENJI
Hey. So let's see how | ong your
friend lasts. Trevor and | thought
for a second there you two m ght have
been fighting together.
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ZAP
Yeah, well, I'mthe brains, she's the
brawn. 1've done enough fighting for
one lifetime. |1'mhappy to | et her
have the spotlight.

TREVOR
Smart nove. Wen it conmes to the good
father, | don't know anyone that
would willingly fight himunless they
had to.

ZAP

uci a sonehow

Yeah, | bet. But, if L
| know, what

does win, big "if"
happens after?

BENJI
Besi des the honor of besting the good
father in front of our entire flock?
A surprise private dinner nost |ikely
after tonorrow s service. Father
Pretoria has only ever graced a
handful of his flock with his
homemade cui si ne t hough

ZAP
So he doesn't | ose often?

The three watch as Lucia begins intensifying her strikes as
she adjusts to Pretoria s counters better.

BENJI
I've been here for four galactic
years, Zap. Losing is not in the good
father's DNA.

ZAP
| guess we'll see what happens then.

Zap gl ances down for a nonment to see Hobbes honed in on
Pretoria, scanning his body as the older man continues to
deftly conmbat the younger warrior.

The concentrating cat finally nmanages to notice a m nuscul e
| MPLANT attached to the parietal |obe of Pretoria' s brain.

HOBBES
(to hinself)
Vwell, well, well. What have we here?

The good father has sone pain
managenent ? W' I | see about that.
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Hacki ng past the security of the device, Hobbes smrks as he
sees Pretoria begin to breath noticeably quicker.

He wi pes beads of sweat fromhis eyes as he starts to feel
nmore of Lucia's bl ows.

Each fighter tries their best to keep up with the other as
the cromd surges closer to the arena's edge, bl ocking
Hobbes' view and interrupting his hack.

HOBBES (cont' d)
Qut of the way, people! I'mtrying-

Hobbes tries to push forward, his head bangi ng agai nst
Benji's |eg.

HOBBES (cont' d)
OnM Watch where you're going, Yyou-

BENJI
Huh? Who said that?

Benji | ooks down to see Hobbes rubbing his head with one of
his paws before transitioning to licking his stomach as the
feline notices Benji's gaze.

HOBBES
Meow? Meow

Benji stares at Hobbes intently before smling and going
back to watching the fight.

Pretoria counters an oncomng flip kick from Lucia before he
grabs a hold of one of her feet, throwng her to the ground.

As Lucia begins to fall, Hobbes manages to finally get a
good angl e.

He hacks back into Pretoria' s inplant just before Lucia
twi sts her aborted flip kick into a strong | eg sweep.

Letting out a sharp cry, Pretoria falls to the dirt bel ow

The two panting and exhausted, Pretoria shouts out sonething
before Lucia can get up.

PRETCRI A
Dr awi

The crowd audi bly gasps.

Lucia stares at Pretoria, unsure of his next npbve as the
preacher gets up and wal ks over to her.
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He reaches out with his right hand.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
| propose a draw. Before either of us
get hurt. Is that acceptable to you,
ny child?

Lucia sinply smles.

LUCI A
It is, father.

Lucia grabs Pretoria's hand as he helps her rise to her
feet.

The crowd is stunned into silence as no one knows exactly
how to react.

Pretoria wi pes the sweat off his brow as he addresses the
crowd, pointing to Luci a.

PRETORI A
You see, ny children, this is what
all of you should aspire. This is
what every new nenber of our
congregation can becone if you work
hard enough. Because the day you
beconme soneone's equal in conbat is
the day you can start down the path
of becom ng their superior.

Lucia scans the crowd as she sees every pair of eyes is
fixed on Pretoria and herself now.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
I know sone questioned the w sdom of
nmy decision to bring new nenbers into
our flock. But as you can see: the
results clearly speak for thensel ves.
Now, I will |eave you all tonight
with this. Go forth to your honmes and
begin to think about who it is that
you can bring into the fold that can
aspire to true greatness. My the
i ght shine over you.

CROND
And the stars gui de you hone.

As everyone disperses, Pretoria wal ks back over towards
Luci a, shaking her hand vigorously now.
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PRETORI A
Thank you for that wonderful match,
ny child. | truly have not broken a
sweat during an initiation in quite
some time.

LUCI A
You're quite wel conme, father

PRETORI A
Now, | look forward to seeing you and

Zap at your first Sernon on the Mount
tomorrow. Get a good night's rest.
You deserve it. May the |ight shine
over you.

LUCI A
And the stars gui de you hone.

Pretoria nods gently towards them before putting on his robe
and wal ki ng away, |eaving a silent Lucia behind before
exiting the arena.

EXT. FI GHTI NG ARENA - CONTI NUOUS
Zap, Hobbes, and Trevor bound over to Lucia, the three al

giddy as can be. Lucia can't help but notice Benji talking
to Ethan ten yards away.

TREVOR
That was incredible! |I've never seen
Pretoria like that. Ever. You really
made himwork. | knew you were good
but where did you | earn those noves
fronf?

LUCI A

A Brazilian commander | trained under
a long time ago. Toughest woman in
the galaxy, let nme tell you.

ZAP
Yeah, yeah, yeah. Brazilians got
not hi ng on the Vi etnanese though
You'll see | can kick her ass any day
of the week soon enough.

LUCI A
You keep telling yourself that. Maybe
one day it'lIl even be true.
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ZAP
You're just |ucky you won, punk.

Zap playfully punches one of Lucia's shoul ders.
TREVOR

Wl |, you both definitely need to
show nme sone noves one day. That's

for sure.

LUCI A
O course. As long as the good father
| ets us.

Luci a watches as Benji and Ethan finish their conversation,
t he man wal ki ng back over towards the group.

TREVOR
Who were you tal king to?

BENJI
Oh, just catching up with Ethan after
the fight. Congratul ati ons again,
Lucia. Father Pretoria never gets
wor ked up |ike that unless he's truly
faci ng someone worthy. Told you that
grip of yours was a good sign.

Lucia lets out a nervous | augh.

LUCI A
Thanks Benji .

BENJI
Now, let's head honme. We all need to
be up bright and early for tonorrow.
Especially for your first real
service. Trev, mnd if | talk to you
for a bit while we wal k? Privately?

TREVOR
O course. See you two back at the
house.

Trevor and Benji get ahead of Lucia, Zap, and Hobbes as the
three wal k back together in silence.

The three wait for the distance between them and the couple
to widen a bit nore before they start talking.

HOBBES
What do you think they're tal king
about ? Us?



ZAP
Nah. Probably marital problens. | can
tell by the body | anguage sonething's

up.

LUCI A
Poor bastards. Can't inmagine trying
to keep together a nmarriage in a
pl ace like this.

ZAP
I can. But enough about the | ovely
coupl e. Hobbes! Pick up anything
about Pretoria during the fight?

HOBBES
Found a pai n managenent i npl ant
tucked away in his brain that
seem ngly only activates during
conbat. Had to deal with sone crowd
control to keep up the hack but nade
sure to tweak it just enough so that
he woul dn't get suspicious. You can
thank ne | ater.

LUCI A
Job well done. You kept a low profile
too, right?

HOBBES
O course. You think I"'man idiot? |
made sure everyone was watching you
before | did anything. Bunped into
Benji but he didn't suspect a thing.
| pulled the whole "cat cleaning”
routine. Worked |ike a charm

LUCI A
Just making sure. Anyway, how | ong do
you think it'll take now before we
can get sone alone tine with "the
good f at her?"

ZAP
Well, yours truly got Trevor and
Benji talking and they said after a
performance |ike that, Pretoria's
gonna surprise with you wth sone of
hi s "honenade cui sine" tonorrow
ni ght .

28.
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LUCI A
Good. This m ght be the easi est
snatch and grab we've ever had.

LUCI A (cont' d)
Thank God because | can't stand the
t hought of being in this cult
hel | hol e a second | onger than we have
to. You still got the vial tucked
away, right?

LUCI A (cont' d)
Onh yeah. |I'mready for anything.
Starting tonorrow, the two of us are
gonna have targets on our backs.
Especially ne.

ZAP
Wul dn't want it any ot her way,
right?

I NT. CHURCH - THE NEXT MORNI NG

Benji and Trevor, in their Sunday best, lead a fornmally
dressed Lucia and Zap inside a packed church.

The four gather in a PEWtogether as Lucia pulls out her
black tie collar fromher thigh conpartnent, putting it on
gently with the pair of tight gloves she's wearing.

ZAP
(whi speri ng)
Ww, you really want to be a part of
this church, huh?

LUCI A
Oh, shut up

Luci a | ooks around as she notices the walls covered in
decorative STAINED GLASS W NDOAS and a huge hangi ng PORTRAI T
of Father Pretoria towards the back.

@ ancing around the tightly packed benches, she sees what
| ooks to be the entire town packing into the church, every
menber dressed in plain, formal, black and white attire.

Zap also can't help but realize that everyone is at |east a
young adult, not a child in sight.

ZAP
So where are all the kids? At a
separate service or sonething?
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Trevor doesn't respond, sinply staring strai ght ahead.

LUCI A
Hey, you okay, Trevor? You haven't
tal ked all norning.

BENJI
The children are gone. Just l|leave it
at that. Please. It's a sensitive
subject for us all.

Lucia and Zap shut up as they see Father Pretoria approach
the pul pit, dressed in nore decorative, fanciful robes
befitting a preacher than what he wore yesterday.

Two TW NKLI NG STAR SYMBOLS can be seen clearly sewn into the
the fabric.

PRETORI A
Good norning, my children.
CROND
Good norni ng, father.
PRETORI A
Li ke always, it is a beautiful day to
be under the stars. | have so nuch to

say and, as always, so little tine.
Qur soldiers scattered across the
gal axy have nmade remnarkabl e progress
in even nore remarkable tinme since

| ast | spoke to you all.

A hol ographic projector whirs to life as the spiral form of
the MIky Way flickers and shi mers above the pastor for
everyone in the church to see.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
In the past week, we've taken back
nore of our holy land fromthe unholy
regime of the UCDS on both the noons
of Trinity and Ponti anak.

The two noons light up in the display before zoomng in and
separating out fromthe rest of the map as Pretoria gazes up
in wonder at them
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PRETORI A (cont' d)
W' ve even made consi derabl e steps
towards preparing our assault on the
UCDS out post on the planet Gsoner
where we believe the Young Sol diers
of Starlight are currently being held
under gr ound.

A projection of the rocky terrain of the planet OSOVER cones
into view al ongsi de the two ot hers.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
Finally, as I'msure you are al
aware fromlast night, 1'd like to
single out the newest nenbers of our
flock, Lucia Lopez and Zap Matters.
They have been graciously taken in by
two of our nost dedicated children,
Trevor and Benji Singh. May all four
of you pl ease stand up?

The four stand up and wave awkwardly as the rest of the
congregation clap and cheer and stonp their feet with
apl onb.

Lucia notices a rather |arge and ornate BAPTI SMAL FONT bei ng
set up on top of a wooden stand in front of Pretoria's
altar.

As the ovation continues, Pretoria finally notions for the
cromd to settle down.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
Now, all of you, please. Cone.
I ntroduce yourselves to the rest of
t he congregation. | know many al ready
know Benji and Trevor but | believe
there are sone of you that weren't
here for their initiation either.

The four make their way to the front of the church, Lucia
managi ng to hear Benji whi sper sonething to Trevor.

BENJI
(whi speri ng)
Just renmenber. He's not gonna kil
us. He prom sed ne that.

Pretoria gestures with a head nod to four of his GUARDS
sitting off to the side in the front nost pews.
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Rising to their feet, each of the guards quickly grab a hold
of one of the four before tasering themand shoving themto
their knees, restraining themin DI AMOND SHACKLES.

The congregation | ook on in horror and confusion as the
hol ographic projection of the MIky Way abruptly shuts off.

PRETORI A
My children, please. Cal myourselves.
It brings me no joy to share with you
t hat between last night and this
norning, | received disturbing
informati on that Lucia and Zap, are,
in fact, fascist stooges of the UCDS

LUCI A
What are you tal ki ng about, father?
We' r e- aghhh!

Lucia is interrupted by the shock of a taser to her upper
back as the crowd stirs.

PRETORI A
SI LENCE! Thanks to Benji, one of
nost loyal children | mght add, |
was able to discover his husband
Trevor's traitorous plot to bring in
t hese two heat hens and di srupt the
Order of Things by having nme taken
fromyou all.

ZAP

He's lying to you! W' re not-aghhhh!
PRETORI A

One nore word and I'll have your

tongues cut from your nouths! Al ong
wi th your abom nation's!

Pretoria | ooks up at the back entrance of the church as
Et han bursts through the door.

A struggling Hobbes screans obscenities as he tries to
wi ggl e and claw his way out of the guard's ironclad grasp.

The congregation watch in disbelief as the unifornmed man
wal ks down the center aisle, Hobbes bellow ng out threats
and curses before being knocked out with a tranquili zer.

The man forcefully hands himover to Pretoria.

The preacher hol ds Hobbes al oft as he addresses the crowd
once nore.
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PRETORI A (cont' d)
This travesty of nature was
di scovered this norning by ny
security team This is what they
brought with themto defile our holy
pl ace.

Wt hout another word, Pretoria throws the unconscious cat to
the feet of Lucia and Zap.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
So now, we nust cl eanse ourselves. W
must cl eanse ourselves of all those
who wi sh to darken our |ight.

The congregation, now whi pped into a frenzy, stand up and
cheer as Pretoria wal ks over to a stunned and weakened Luci a
before he drags her over to the waiting bow of water.

Lucia stares back at her reflection in the glistening
l[iquid s surface, trying to think of a way to escape.

Pretoria grabs the back of Lucia s head as he | ooks on at
t he woman before facing the enraptured crowd.

PRETORI A (cont' d)
But remenber ny children. | am
nothing if not merciful before
shepher di ng those down their final
path. So | say to you, Lucia Lopez,
do have any final words before the
cl eansi ng of your soul ?

Luci a | ooks over at Pretoria with a cal m steadi ness.

LUCI A
Father, if you may, | would like to
at | east honor the dignity of ny late
not her and have her tie renoved
before ny soul is cleansed.

Pretoria can't hel p but snicker.

PRETORI A
If that is what you truly desire, |
shal I honor your request. Not for
you. But for her. Lest you stain two
soul s in one foul swoop.

As he grabs a hold of the seem ngly banal fabric, the
material of the collar tie transfornms into that of a red hot
LASER.
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Burning through Pretoria's right hand, he cries out in pain.

In a flash, Lucia throws her head back as she whips the
| aser necktie through her restraints, cutting herself | oose.

Zap throws their own head back and shatters the nose of the
stunned guard hol ding them

They run over and tackle Pretoria to the ground, putting him
in a choke hold with their arm

As the guards and congregation charge towards Lucia, the
worman grabs a hold of her newly formed LASER WHI P before it
burns through her cl othes.

Wth both of her gloved hands, she whirls it around the
inside of the church in a matter of seconds as the | ength of
the whip extends outward in a wide arc.

The gl ow ng weapon slices cleanly through everyone who is
st andi ng upright, guards and churchgoers ali ke.

As it conmes back around, Lucia deactivates it just before it
can cut through her own neck as adrenaline courses through
her veins.

A few nonents of silence pass before the dull roar of a
coupl e hundred thuddi ng noi ses are heard.

Luci a wat ches as carved up, cauterized bodies fall to the
fl oor.

She sees Zap holding Pretoria at bay with their own
restraint as the preacher grasps at his neck with his left
hand, half of his right one splayed on the floor.

ZAP
Alittle help, please!

LUCI A
Right. Sorry.

Luci a reactivates her necktie to the terrified eyes of
Pretori a.

She gets down on one knee before slicing away Zap’s
restraint as they tighten their grasp on him

ZAP
Now t he vi al .

A quick tap on her thigh and Lucia is digging around inside.
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She rips off the cap and pours the small container's
contents into Pretoria' s forced open nouth.

Zap makes sure he swallows it.
As Pretoria goes |linp, Zap lets himfall to the floor.

ZAP (cont'd)
It actually worked, thank God.

LUCI A
Yeah. Wait, what?

Zap ignores Lucia as they roll over a dead guard's CORPSE,
| ooki ng for sonething.

Rising to her feet, Lucia surveys the damaged interior of
t he church before finally noticing the shocked | ooks of
Benji and Trevor.

She hears Zap waki ng up Hobbes with a jolt fromone of the
guard’s tasers.

The cat springs back to life, |ooking around with wi de eyes
as he sees the damage wought by Lucia and Pretoria's body
lying on the floor.

HOBBES
You really | ove being flexible, huh?

Before Lucia can answer, a trio of GUARDS burst through the
entrance of the church.

A snap of her whip decapitates all three cleanly.

Hol di ng t he weapon in both her hands, she turns to face
Hobbes.

LUCI A
Quilty as sin.

END OF PI LOT.



